
 
Need GISCorps volunteers for Geo-locating USAID's economic growth 
activities 
 
USAID has requested the assistance of GISCorps volunteers for a 3‐phased project. 
The organization wants to better understand the link between the location of certain 
of its economic growth activities - activities aimed at reducing poverty and changing 
people’s lives, and their impact.  However, they need help geocoding some of the 
records that contain non-standard location information before they can release and 
map the data.  Proper geovisulaization can signal new areas for potential 
collaboration with host countries, researchers, other development organizations, and 
the public.  
 
USAID has identified a global USAID dataset of +100,000 records which they would 
like to map and open. Although thousands of these have been already geo-located 
(by using various automated tools), there are still +4,000 records in need of geo-
coding. In order to accomplish that, USAID is pursuing USAID’s first-ever crowd-
sourcing solution for the data cleanup.  The project reflects the Agency's efforts in 
increasing transparency and access to these types of datasets. 
 
Three phases of this project are as follows:  
 
1) An open call for data cleansing. Those interested in volunteering on this phase 
can start at noon on Friday, June 1st and end the data cleansing tasks at midnight 
on Sunday June 3rd (approximately 4-6 hours per day). USAID has developed an 
environment where volunteers can sign up and follow instructions to perform the 
tasks. Volunteers should have prior experience in geo-coding and have fast access 
to the Internet. 
 
2) Data Cleansing follow-up: Depending on how many volunteers will join the first 
phase and how many records will be completed, more volunteers will be needed (to 
finish up the data cleansing). This phase will start after the first phase is completed 
and will continue for approximately one week (the week of June 4th). It is expected 
that volunteers would contribute 2-3 hours per day. If the majority of records are 
matched in phase one, these volunteers may be asked to find automated solutions 
for geo-locating the "hard-to-geocode" records. Therefore, experience in writing 
scripts is highly desired. 
 
3) Quality Control and Analysis: for the final phase, the assistance of 2-3 
volunteer Script writers are needed. The task involves rating the data that has been 
cleaned (a sample set) for error against a “best case scenario”. Volunteers will 
evaluate the original information given and decide if the geo-coding performed is 
accurate or not. This will be performed on both the data automatically processed by 
USAID and the crowd-processed data. This task will start after the first phase is 
concluded on June 4th and will conclude by June 20th (40-50 hours). 
 
Duration: Varies for each phase and is specified above. 
 



Type of mission: these missions do NOT require traveling and are conducted 
remotely. Volunteers will be using their own equipment. They will be working closely 
with the project representatives throughout the project via emails, skype, and 
relevant websites.  
 
For those interested, USAID’s innovation lab will host “office hours” for those who 
want to work in person for large chunks of the day.  
 
If you are interested and available for this project, send an email to 
usaid@giscorps.org by Friday May 25th, 2012. 
 
IMPORTANT: Please clearly indicate which phase you are applying for or we won’t 
be able to process your request. Responses sent after the deadline will not be 
considered. 
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