Photo Essay

GISCorps Volunteers and FLURISA Looking for Ways toHelp

University Affected by Tsunami

Two third of Banda Aceh, the largest city in the Progiof Aceh, Indonesia, was either
destroyed by the tsunami (shown as green zone) or affbygties flood (show as purple
zone) on December 26, 2004.



The leading university in Aceh -- Syiah Kuala Universify\(SYIAH), numbered 98 on
the previous map and located on the north-east side aitih barely missed the full
tsunami force that came from the west.



The university - a state institution that serves as&ceajor education provider in
mathematics, medicine, engineering, agriculture and tkases - suffered damages to
its physical structure caused by the earthquakes.



Students were back to school by early March.



But some classmates and their teachers did not return.



Four lecturers of the Mathematics Department wererdhisem the roster, lost to the
tsunami on 26 December 2004. Adjacent Biology Departmensikkieen of its forty-two
staff. Campus wide, one hundred and six of Syiah Kuaetarers and another one
hundred and eight administrative staff are known to ligad among them, twelve held
Ph.D. degrees and more than forty had masters. Theltyagyaesented 15% of its
1400-person work forces.

One thousand students of its eleven-thousand-student popuaa®yiah Kuala
University are assumed dead by a late January estimate.



Some faculty members lost their homes lived in thestentcampus.

Region wide, more than seventy thousand students anthfmusand eight hundred
teachers had to move to Internally Displaced PopulatidR)(camps after their homes

were destroyed.

A Turkish group was building a student dormitory for hagaslstudents..



Pictured on the left is Marfirah, an inspiring third ystardent in Applied Mathematics.
She lost her whole family in a costal village.



Mahmud Yani (right), a third year student in GIS, lost highmar and brothers and home.
He now slept on the floor at the lab at night.



Prof. Dalil Sutekad (left), head of the Biology Depanimded a team of 75 faculty
members and students for a field survey right after thratsi so that the future
comparison study can be conducted, despite his personaf loisswhole family.
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Muzailin Affan, lost his parents and four brothers, isdega small GIS and Remote
Sensing Lab that has nine students as assistants.
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Since January, UNISYIAH has established a special groigu¢akU for Aceh
Reconstruction Task Force to serve as a think tank éocehtral and provincial
government and to provide a reliable and comprehensive strategacbnstruction.
Pictured in the middle is the Task Force’s secretary ISiafyan, also Head of the
Mathematics Department, talking with the representativbe Asian Development Bank
(right).
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Univ. of Syiah Kuala will also establish a Tsunami Resk Center as the location of
Banda Aceh is very geographically, oceanographically, gealthgand meteorologically
significant to the proposed International Tsunami Wagr8ystem in the Indian Ocean
(ITWSIO). JICA, Japan and Institute of Oceanography, Haghbmiversity, Germany
have pledged to support the Syiah Kuala University. UniveodiBerkeley donated a car
to the Task Force.
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Faculty members from the University of Copenhagen wesieing the GIS lab. The
University urgently needs visiting professors to give lecumelace of the lost faculty.
“We are trying to replace staff from other universitieshe country,” says Rector Abdi A.
Wahab. “But it's not easy. Candidates ask how long thyoe here, and they express
concern about housing and security.” We also call idde&is and organizations to
support the UNISYIAH in the forms of funding, expertisarplus computer equipments,
scanners and plotters, GPS and PDAs.
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