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	A Message from the Core Committee

Volunteers and Friends of the GISCorps -

2006 has been another exciting year for us. We have implemented nine missions which involved ten volunteers. Most of these missions were conducted remotely. Please see the Current Missions section of this newsletter for additional information.

Several GISCorps related activities were held at URISA’s Annual Conference in Vancouver, British Columbia. Juna Papajorgji and Shoreh Elhami, Core Committee members, reported on 2005-2006 missions and Clare Brown and Danielle Ayan, GISCorps volunteers, reported on Medical Mission Exchange’s (MMEX) first mission. We also met with several of our current and prospective volunteers, discussed ideas to expand the operational core of GISCorps, and recruited more volunteers to implement those ideas.

In donation news: 

· The Bay Area Automated Mapping Association (BAAMA – www.baama.org) donated $1,000. 

· Florida Chapter of URISA (www.flurisa.org) donated $500 

· We received a generous donation of $2,500 from Florida’s Seven Hills Regional User group for GIS (SHRUG, http://www.shrug-gis.info/) at their annual conference. 

· Rocky Mountain URISA (www.rm-urisa.org) donated $500

· Carolina URISA (www.carolinaurisa.org) donated $250

· Illinois GIS Users http://www.ilgisa.org/ conference donated the proceeds of a silent auction held for GISCorps, and raised $919.

· Several individuals.

We thank you all for your continued support of GISCorps!

We are truly grateful for your continued support of the GISCorps and are extremely excited about the opportunities that lie ahead in 2007 and beyond. We wish that the New Year brings peace and joy to all.

Warm Regards, 

GISCorps Core Committee Members,
Shoreh Elhami, Juna Papajorgji, Martha Lombard, Frank Chang, Mark Salling, Dianne Haley
Current Missions

GISCorps implemented nine missions, involving ten volunteers, most of which were conducted remotely.
Medical Mission Exchange, www.MMEX.org 
Second mission –Diana Sinton volunteered her expertise in integrating four geo libraries that the first group of MMEX volunteers had created for four counties in Central America. Most of Diana’s work was performed at MMEX’s office in Vermont. 

Third mission – Marcelle Caturia and Dan Carey developed an IMS application based on geo libraries created by the first and the second group of MMEX volunteers. See a link to the application developed for Honduras. http://kgsmap.uky.edu/website/honduras/viewer.htm 
Global Spatial Data Infrastructure (GSDI) association (www.gsdi.org) (Six Missions) – In partnership with the GSDI association, six of our volunteers supported SDI efforts at National Research Institutions in Armenia, Kenya, Hungary, Namibia, Mali, and the Marshall Islands. The volunteers were: Ramasawamy Hariharan, Dan Carey, Sean Montague, Sarah Williams, and Philippe Duchesne.

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (www.unhcr.org) – In partnership with UNHCR, Lori Quinn was recently deployed to a UNHCR project that involved digitization of resources for refugees in Cairo, Egypt.

URISA Announcements

Upcoming conferences

URISA's 45th Annual Conference

August 20-23, 2007 - Washington, DC
Call for Presentations 
Integrating GIS & CAMA Conference
March 4-7, 2007 - Las Vegas, Nevada
Conference Exhibition and Sponsorship Information  
Geospatial Integration for Public Safety Conference (GIPSC)
April 15-18, 2007 - New Orleans, Louisiana

URISA GIS in Public Health Conference 
May 20-23, 2007 - New Orleans, Louisiana 

What’s New

· URISA Board Supports Full Funding for the Census Bureau’s 2007 Budget Request 

· Apply for a URISA 2007 Exemplary Systems in Government (ESIG) Award 

· 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.urisa.org/about/initiatives/addressstandard" 
Draft Street Data Address Standard

Why Volunteer for GISCorps?

By Katy Carpenter, GISP

GIS Programmer/Analyst

City of Fort Collins, CO - GIS Dept.

Everyone knows that we volunteer to help those less fortunate and in need.  As GIS practitioners, we don’t often get a chance to volunteer our GIS skills and make an impact, but there is one way to make a difference. Volunteering for GISCorps is different; it is a chance to break from the normal routine and to do something that can be very exciting, something that can and provide the volunteer a new perspective on life.  To be selected for deployment to another country, or to an area that has suffered a recent disaster, and to employ GIS skills in work normally done in a sterile cubicle close to home - it is really something else all together.  

GISCorps volunteers provide resumes that are reviewed with each new mission. Volunteers are selected for a mission based on the skills and abilities required for that mission.  It is really quite an honor to be chosen to for a mission, and very rewarding to think that, as GISCorps volunteers, we can really help someone.  

In my case, I volunteered at the suggestion of my supervisor.  It wasn’t something I’d normally do, and I thought that I probably wouldn’t be selected for deployment.  But when I was chosen to go on the second Hurricane Katrina mission, there was no hesitation.  The experience was incredible.  I can say that it changed my perspective on life in unexpected ways.  I’d like to share with you one small example of something that happened recently where I can safely say that this volunteer experience changed the way I dealt with the situation.  

This summer my cousin and I experienced a weather delay in the Minneapolis airport while on our way to our uncle’s wedding.  It was very late at night as we examined our options.  We could either sleep in the airport until our flight left at 9AM the next morning, or we could rent a car and drive to our destination, which would take almost as much time.  

My cousin was not able to sleep without her medication which was in her checked baggage.  We both wore contacts but security measures meant we were not able to bring liquids on the plane, so we did not have any eye drops to make it through the night. Nor could we buy anything in the airport at that hour or access our checked bags.  I resorted to begging for eye drops.  Luckily someone was kind enough to give us a small individual vial which we rationed out over the next few hours.  The car rental places were either out of cars or would not rent for a one-way trip.  The cheapest hotel room was $150 and 30 minutes away.  

It was already 2AM, so we were basically stranded at the Minneapolis airport!  I decided to pull up some floor and lie down.  My cousin and I laid there for a while not sleeping, when she said, in a disappointed tone, “This is the most uncomfortable I have ever been in my entire life.”  I explained to her that there was a solid roof over our heads, we were not in a disaster area plagued with chaos and looting, and we were surrounded by security.  We were probably in the safest place we could be.  At no point during this experience in the airport was I really truly uncomfortable.

So what does this have to do with volunteering for GISCorps?  My experience on the Katrina mission gave me an enhanced perspective on what our basic human needs really are.  Seeing a little of what some people went through during that disaster helped me better understand those things that we really need.  Not having expedient transportation, eye drops and sleep medication was only a slight, temporary inconvenience.
















